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SOURCE:

COMMITTEE ON PARASITIC DISEASES

SUBJECT MATTER:

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW FACILITIES FOR THE UNITED
STATES
DEPARTMENT
OF
AGRICULTURE,
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE, KNIPLINGBUSHLAND UNITED STATES LIVESTOCK INSECTS
LABORATORY

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The Knipling-Bushland United States Livestock Insects Research Laboratory (KBUSLIRL)
of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Research Service
(ARS), located in Kerrville, Texas since 1963, does critical research and delivers gamechanging technologies in support of the Cattle Fever Tick Eradication Program (CFTEP)
and the Screwworm Eradication Program (SEP), which have proven essential to maintain
the health and well being of the nation’s livestock industries. The CFTEP and the SEP are
monuments to the success of science, and a fine example of how productive cooperative
efforts between federal and state governments, and the private sector can benefit
mankind. Recent impactful and innovative agricultural research at the USDA-ARS
KBUSLIRL, which is recognized as a global center of excellence in livestock insect
science, done in collaboration with universities and the animal health industry include: the
development of an anti-tick vaccine for the CFTEP; a transgenic screwworm for the SEP;
and a system commercially available for the remote delivery of insecticide gel capsules to
control horn flies infesting cattle. The USDA-ARS published its Capital Investment
Strategy in April 2012. Investment in the construction of new facilities for the KBUSLIRL
was recommended as part of this investment strategy. Construction of the new KBUSLIRL
facilities was listed in priority group 4 and it was estimated to cost $45 million then.
Whereas the Administration has proposed to fund this project, the inclusion of funding in
the budget by Congress remains to be done.

RESOLUTION:
The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges the Congress of the United
States to provide appropriate funding to the United States Department of Agriculture,
Agricultural Research Service for construction of the new facilities for the KniplingBushland United States Livestock Insects Laboratory (KBUSLIRL) in the area of Kerrville,
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Texas. This will ensure continued protection of the United States livestock industry by fully
supporting research activities which translate into technologies that minimize the impact of
high-consequence pests. Construction of the new KBUSLIRL facilities will benefit human
and animal health, and food and environmental safety while promoting sustainability in
animal agriculture, and an abundant supply of affordable food for our nation and global
partners.

The responses below refer to Resolutions 6, 7, 16, and 27.

