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BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The determination of the source of field salmonella outbreaks in poultry can be an arduous task and field 
epidemiology many times can lead to a dead end. Molecular characterization of salmonella isolates can 
be a very valuable tool in field epidemiology when other means of identifying the source are not available. 
 
RESOLUTION:  
 
The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) encourages the National Veterinary Services 
Laboratories (NVSL) to continue to provide molecular characterization of group D salmonella field isolates 
for samples related to the National Poultry Improvement Plan and to seek the necessary funds to expand 
this service. 


