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of Animals
_____________________________________________________________________________
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Management of mass animal depopulation is a significant challenge for animal agriculture. Recent
events, such as highly pathogenic avian influenza outbreaks and the processing disruption due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, have highlighted gaps in resources available to deal with such events.
Many different organizations, agencies, producers, veterinarians, and related animal industries have
participated in exercises that highlight the challenges of mass depopulation of animals. Whether
depopulation is for an animal health crisis, a natural disaster, or even a non-animal health related
threat, as in the instance of COVID-19, methods and resources for acceptable and timely
depopulation are scarce.
During the months since the identification of SARS-CoV-2 in the United States, a large- scale effort
has been undertaken by state animal health officials, state pork associations, veterinarians, and
producer organizations to identify areas of greatest need and to perform needed research in those
areas. The outcomes of such research will provide further guidance regarding depopulation yet in
2020. Additional research focus in the area of depopulation and disposal is provided by funding from
the United States Department of Agriculture, National Animal Disease Preparedness and Response
Program for 2020; results and outcomes for projects initiated this year, however, will not be available
until 2021 or later.
The United States Department of Agriculture National Veterinary Stockpile is designed to provide
federal resources in the event of a national animal health crisis. Much of the resources available are
relevant for management of poultry depopulation but do not adequately cover other farmed animal
outbreak events. Resources that are available for use include personal protective equipment, limited
animal handling equipment (gating, chutes etc.), and captive bolt guns. The amount and type of
equipment needed to conduct depopulation of swine and other farmed animal species, however, is
very limited in comparison to the greater need in the event of an outbreak or other disaster.
RESOLUTION:
The United States Animal Health Association urges the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary Services to utilize the results of
current and future research to critically review, increase, and update the available resources within
the USDA National Veterinary Stockpile to support rapid response to mass depopulation crises
involving swine and other farmed animal species. In addition, information gained from such studies
should be incorporated into the USDA Foreign Animal Disease Preparedness and Response Plan
(FAD PReP)/National Animal Health Emergency Management System (NAHEMS) guidance and
Standard Operating Procedures.

