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Abstract:   

After its introduction into the Republic of Georgia in 2007, African Swine Fever (ASF) spread 
into several countries eastern and central Europe, and subsequently reported in China in 
August 2018 where it has affected neighboring countries and is likely to become established for 
years to come, if not decades.  In a world where people and products easily move across the 
globe, all continents can learn from the success and failures of current ASF control efforts.   
 
As the Chief Veterinary Officer of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), Dr. Lubroth will discuss risk management, diagnostic challenges and opportunities, 
politics and economics and how these affect control strategies in the field.  He will discuss 
approaches to better risk management.   
 
Finally, Dr. Lubroth will identify areas needed to ensure preparedness for incursion of ASF in 
North America.   
 

About Dr. Lubroth… 

Since 2009, Dr. Juan lubroth is the Chief Veterinary Officer of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 
Dr. Lubroth previously served for seven years as the senior officer 
of FAO's animal health service and head of the infectious diseases 
group/emergency prevention system in charge of worldwide 
surveillance, capacity development, and progressive control of 
transboundary animal diseases.   A native of Madrid, Spain, Dr. 
Lubroth received his bachelor's degree (biology) from Whitman 
College in Washington State, USA and worked as a wildlife 
biologist before continuing studies at the University of Georgia, 
USA, where he earned both a master’s degree in medical 
microbiology in 1982 and his DVM in 1985. After a stint as a 
wildlife veterinarian with the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife 
Disease Study, University of Georgia, Dr.  Lubroth joined the diagnostic services section of the 
Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory, Plum Island Animal Disease Center, US 
Department of Agriculture. He was posted in Mexico at the Mexico-US Commission for the 
Prevention of Foot-and-Mouth disease and other exotic animal diseases, returning for advanced 
studies in the United States. In 1992 he received an M.Phil degree (arbovirology and 
epidemiology of infectious diseases) and in 1995 his PhD. both from the Department of 
Epidemiology and Public Health, Yale School of Medicine, Yale University, USA.  

Dr. Lubroth was seconded to Panaftosa/Pan American Health Organization as a visiting 
scientist in Brazil before being named head of diagnostic services and subsequently head of 
reagents and vaccines at Plum Island. 



In 2002, Dr. Lubroth joined the Animal Health Service of FAO. He has worked extensively 

throughout Latin America, South and Southeast Asia, North Africa and the Middle East. He has 

initiated several major initiatives for the control of transboundary animal diseases in Central Asia, 

South Asia, southern Africa, and has served on the Pan African Programme for the Control of 

Epizootics Advisory Committee. Dr Lubroth was the driving force behind several key cooperative 

initiatives with the World Health Organization (WHO) and World Organisation for Animal Health 

(OIE), including: the Global Framework for the Progressive Control of Transboundary Animal 

Diseases, the Global Early Warning System for major animal diseases including zoonoses 

(GLEWS), and the establishment of the Emergency  Management Centre for Animal Health.  In 

collaboration with colleagues at WHO and Wildlife Conservation Society, Dr Lubroth was one of 

the authors of the Manhattan Principles considered as the guiding document that unleashed - or 

rediscovery – of the One Health approach.  

Dr. Lubroth lives in the Italian Sabine countryside with his wife, Adriana Saldarriaga, an 

accomplished filmmaker and journalist, and a menagerie of animals and olive trees, which have 

produced an award-winning extra virgin olive oil. 


