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 The Committee met on November 15, 2010 at the Minneapolis Hilton Hotel in Minneapolis, Minn., at 
1:00 p.m.  There were 11 members and 28 guests present. Don Hoenig, the new committee chair, 
welcomed everyone to the committee meeting and expressed Dr. Willer’s greetings and regrets for not 
being able to attend. He also thanked Dr. Willer and Dr. Michael David, USDA-APHIS-VS for their help in 
preparing the agenda. 
 There were no time-specific papers presented to the Committee at this year’s meeting. 
 
Presentations   
 
USDA Report on the 78th OIE Session 
Dr. John Clifford, Deputy Administrator, USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services (VS) 
 Dr. Clifford reported that there were 176 countries and 50+ international and other organizations in 
attendance at the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) meeting in Paris in May. He reported that, in 
addition to the four diseases currently recognized for status by OIE (foot-and-mouth disease, rinderpest, 
contagious bovine pleuropneumonia and bovine spongiform encephalopathy), the members discussed 
adding three additional diseases for status recognition- African horse sickness, classical swine fever and 
Newcastle disease. Dr. Clifford also gave brief updates on the work of the four OIE Commissions- 
Terrestrial Animal Health, Biological Standards, Aquatic Animal Health and Scientific and also reviewed the 
work of the Animal Welfare Work Group and the Food Production and Safety Work Group. The Animal 
Welfare Work Group has drafted production and housing standards for broiler and beef production with 
swine and dairy to be looked at next. This year’s technical item was a presentation on the private sector’s 
point of view on the use of private standards given by Dr. Mike Robach of Cargill. The Terrestrial Animal 
Health Commission produced chapter updates for BSE, scrapie, bovine tuberculosis (TB) and bovine TB in 
farmed cervidae as well as revisions for avian influenza, Newcastle disease, classical swine fever, equine 
diseases and zoning and compartmentalization. 
 Dr. Clifford also told the committee that Dr. Bernard Vallat ran unopposed and was elected to his third, 
five year term as President of the OIE. Dr. Clifford also reported on the USDA Center for Epidemiology and 
Animal Health’s “twinning” efforts with the China Animal Health and Epidemiology Center. He also related 
some of NVSL’s activities in relation to OIE such as their participation in several ad hoc groups (West Nile 
Virus and reference reagents) and collaboration with other OIE reference labs on contagious equine 
metritis. In conclusion, Dr. Clifford told the committee that he was due to depart on Nov. 15 for the Regional 
Commission for the Americas meeting in Montevideo, Uruguay where the Commission would be drafting its 
5th strategic plan. 
 
Update on the OIE Biological Standards Commission 
Dr. Beverly Schmidt, USDA-APHIS-VS and Vice President of the Standards Commission 
 Dr. Schmidt highlighted the Commission’s “twinning” projects whose goal is to increase the scientific 
expertise in national reference labs and increase the number of reference labs in underserved areas of the 
world. She projected a world map of the distribution of OIE-candidate labs. She reported that 25 projects are 
in progress with one completed and that eight more have been approved and are due to commence. The 
initial focus is on avian influenza and Newcastle disease. She related that the twinning projects present an 



excellent opportunity to exchange technical knowledge and build relationships but that the parent lab must 
limit the number of project as it is a resource intensive process. 
 
Significant Items from OIE’s 78th Session and future items to be addressed.   
Dr. Norman Willis, former President of OIE and past committee vice chair 
 Dr. Willis told the group that the OIE was formed in 1924 and has no affiliation with the United Nations. It 
conducts its business by consensus and has only one meeting per year in Paris. The OIE has been 
discussing animal welfare since 2000 and as was reported by Dr. Clifford, it has recently published 
production and housing standards for broilers and beef. The Committee certainly values the wisdom and 
historical perspective that Dr. Willis brings to the USAHA and to our committee. 
      
Update on the North American Animal Health Laboratory Network (NAAHLN) 
Dr. Beth Lautner, Director, National Veterinary Services Laboratory 
 Dr. Lautner thanked Drs. Frost and Willer for being the leaders in initiating the NAAHLN concept during 
their USAHA presidencies and she related a brief history on the development of the network. The first 
meeting of laboratory representatives from the U.S., Canada and Mexico took place in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
in Feb. 2007. The initial harmonization efforts concentrated on three diseases: vesicular diseases, avian 
influenza and bovine TB and working groups were established from the three countries. A follow-up 
workshop was held in Mexico City in May 2007 and there have been three additional workshops in Mexico, 
Plum Island, New York and Winnipeg. Successes include harmonizing several diagnostic tests for avian 
influenza in all three countries. For TB, the tests considered to be harmonized are histopathology and the 
tuberculin skin test. The next focus, which has been approved by the CVOs of the three countries, is to 
expand the focus to Newcastle disease and classical swine fever. 
 
The Santa Catarina Regionalization Rule and Other Risk Assessments 
Dr. Silvia Kreindel, Staff Veterinarian, USDA- APHIS-VS 
 Dr. Kreindel reviewed the process for regionalizing a country using Santa Catarina, Brazil as a model. 
Dr. Kreindel explained that regionalization is an obligation under the WTO-SPS agreements and NAFTA 
and they must be science-based and include a quantitative or qualitative risk assessment. She also 
explained her staff’s responsibilities with respect to the regionalization process which includes site visits, 
conducting the risk analyses, identifying mitigations, and assisting in coordinating rulemaking actions. The 
chief veterinary officer requests and evaluation which is then conducted using 11 factors for evaluation. 
These 11 factors are then examined during the site visit. A qualitative risk assessment is the most common 
one that is used but a quantitative component may be used for commodity-specific analyses. The risk 
analysis provides the basis for rulemaking with the options to recommend an open market with mitigations 
or discontinue the evaluation. Rulemaking needs to adhere to the Administrative Procedures Act which 
includes a public comment period. The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has three options for rule 
designations: not significant, significant or economically significant.  
 In 2005, Brazil made the request to the USDA to import pork and pork products from the State of Santa 
Catarina. After the OIE in 2007 declared Santa Catarina to be free from FMD, Brazil requested the US also 
recognize Santa Catarina as free from FMD as well from ASF, CSF and Swine Vesicular disease. The site 
visit was conducted in 2008. APHIS had also conducted previous site visits to Brazil in 2002, 2003 and 
2006. the risk analysis was completed by APHIS in January 2009, with the rule published on April 16, 2010. 
The comment period closed June 15, 2010. APHIS received 87 comments, 66 of which opposed the rule. 
Commenters against the rule expressed concerns about the status of FMD in other Brazilian states, Santa 
Catarina’s ability to maintain its FMD-free status, opposition to OIE/WTO guidelines, concerns about FMD in 
wildlife and other reservations. The final rule has been reviewed by the Office of General Counsel and the 
OMB has designated the rule to be “not significant”. The final rule was published on November 16, 2010 
with an effective date of December 1, 2010. 
       
World Veterinary Year and OIE Ad Hoc Group on Veterinary Education 
Dr. Ron DeHaven, Executive Vice President, American Veterinary Medical Association 
 Dr. Dehaven gave the committee a synopsis of the reason why 2011 has been declared the World 
Veterinary Year- in 2011, it will be 250 years since the first veterinary school was opened in Lyon France. 
The AVMA is leading an effort in Congress to have next year declared as World Veterinary year in the US 



as well. Dr. Dehaven also briefed the committee on an OIE initiative involving an effort to enhance and 
upgrade the quality of veterinary education throughout the world.  
 
TB in Opossums and potential impacts on trade 
Dr. Derek Belton, New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
 Dr Belton related New Zealand’s experience with tuberculosis and its link to opossums as the key 
wildlife reservoir. An interesting component of this control program which contrasts with the US experience, 
is that a nonprofit society is responsible for implementation of the national pest management strategy for TB 
and that the program involves the distribution by aircraft of the poison 1080 (monoflouroacetate) in heavily 
infested rural regions. Overall, the program has been extremely successful in reducing the incidence of TB 
in New Zealand’s cattle and deer population with incidence rates declining in both sectors. Incidentally, 
opossums are a non-native species in New Zealand and were introduced many years ago to be raised for 
fur production. It’s estimated there are now more than 30 million opossums in the country. Dr. Belton 
reported that the Ministry of Agriculture believes that eradication is feasible since the infection rate in 
opossums also declines to zero once the population density is reduced. He also relates that there have 
been some trade impacts as live cattle have been excluded from some markets and there have been some 
cases of excessive testing requirements for germ plasm donors.  
 
Farm Animal Welfare- International guidelines and potential impact on trade 
Dr. Gary Egrie, Farm Animal Welfare Coordinator, USDA-APHIS-VS 
 Dr. Egrie said the most common question he gets since he took the position is “what exactly do you 
coordinate?”  He related that the driving factor behind the creation of the position by APHIS was the OIE, 
who began developing farm animal welfare guidelines in 2001 and while the SPS agreements under which 
OIE operates does not include provisions for animal welfare, several countries have indicated their interest 
in including farm animal welfare guidelines in their import requirements. He feels the actual impacts, 
however, may first occur in domestic, interstate trade (e.g. proposition 2 in California). The FAW coordinator 
is expected to collaborate with relevant government agencies; industry and commodity groups; public health 
and animal health organizations, and, yes even listen to humane care organizations.  In doing so, the 
coordinator collaborates with subject matter experts to assist in developing a U.S. position that reflects the 
scientific, societal, and economic issues at hand.  Cultural and ethical issues, though not primary in 
developing guidelines, often need to be considered in the appropriate context. The ultimate goal is to allow 
producers to maintain animal trade should they encounter movement restrictions based on farm animal 
welfare regulations; and collaborate with producer organizations, States and other stakeholders to 
determine how to meet the needs of third party audits, if necessary. 
 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) representative- Gateway to Farm Animal Welfare, global 
rinderpest eradication, veterinary public health and feed/food safety 
Dr. Sherrilynn Wainwright, USDA, APHIS, VS veterinarian secunded to FAO, Rome, Italy 
 Dr. Wainwright reported that the FAO Gateway to Farm Animal Welfare is a web-based portal for all 
things related to farm animal welfare and is a participatory platform which allows users to retrieve and 
submit information, engage in commonly developed projects and engage in thematic discussions. It aims at 
building awareness, fostering partnerships and sharing information. Dr. Wainwright then reviewed the FAO’s 
emergency prevention system stressing the creation of key partnerships. She then proceeded to review 
FAO’s approach to zoonotic diseases focusing on neglected/endemic zoonoses and emerging zoonoses. 
FAO’s approach to public health is clearly multidisciplinary, involving not only veterinarians in public and 
private sectors, but also other health and agriculture professionals, communication experts and scientists as 
well as paraprofessionals. She also related the role of the Codex Alimentarius and its role n protecting 
public health, ensuring fair trade practices and promoting coordination of all international food standards.  
 With respect to feed and food safety, Dr. Wainwright mentioned the expert meeting held jointly by FAO 
and WHO in 2007 in Rome which reviewed the current knowledge on animal feed, and to provide 
orientation advice on these matters. 
 A milestone for animal health and agriculture will occur in May 2011 when the OIE will declare the 
global eradication of rinderpest. This is only the second disease, behind smallpox, to be eradicated from 
animal or human populations. Dr. Wainwright also reviewed the current world status of H5N1 as well as the 
Crisis Management Center for Animal Health (CMC-AH) at FAO which responds to transboundary animal 



diseases (TAD). The CMC-AH has deployed 46 missions in 32 countries, 50% on H5N1 and 50% on other 
TADs.  
 The Committee always appreciates the participation by individuals from the FAO and we hope that they 
can continue to join us.  
 
Central America Free Trade Agreement- Dominican Republic (CAFTA-DR): Animal Health and Trade 
Opportunities in Central America and the Caribbean 
Dr. Arnaldo Vaquer, Vaquer, Inc.  
 Dr. Vaquer reviewed his experiences in dealing with CAFTA-DR and the challenges in evaluating 
animal health and veterinary infrastructure in the countries of Central America and the Caribbean. His efforts 
concentrated on bovine brucellosis, bovine TB, exotic Newcastle disease and classical swine fever. He 
commented that the countries in question recognize tremendous trade potential for some of their agricultural 
and food products if the animal health issues can be solved.  
 
Committee Business: 
 There were no resolution offered to the Committee for consideration and the remainder of the meeting 
was taken up by a lively and respectful discussion of some of the issues put forth by the presenters, 
especially the Santa Catarina rule.  
 Dr. Willis commented that one of the initiating factors in the formation of the committee in 2003 was the 
desire to “bring” the OIE to the USAHA for the benefit of those who could not attend the Paris meeting. 
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