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RESOLUTION NUMBER: 1 a n d 5 C o m bi n e d - AP P R O V E D
SOURCE:

USAHA/AAVLD COMMITTEE ON DIAGNOSTIC
LABORATORY AND VETERINARY WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT
USAHA/AAVLD COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL ANIMAL
HEALTH LABORATORY NETWORK

SUBJECT MATTER:

NATIONAL DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY AND
VETERINARY WORKFORCE ASSESSMENT

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
The purpose of the United States Animal Health Association (USAHA)/American
Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD) Committee on Diagnostic
Laboratory and Veterinary Workforce Development (DLVWD) is to educate policy makers
and influence North America's policy on the supply of and demand for veterinarians and
laboratory diagnosticians as well as animal health laboratory facility needs. To
effectively accomplish these goals, the committee members must analyze the gaps in
veterinary workforce and facility needs. However, the committee does not have
accurate data on the nation’s veterinary workforce and animal health laboratory facility
needs. In the past 12 months, there have been two veterinary workforce assessments
completed - one for federally employed veterinarians and one for private veterinary
practitioners. These assessments are missing data on state employed veterinarians,
academicians, and industry veterinarians. In addition, there has not been a needs
assessment conducted on animal health laboratories.
The National Association of Federal Veterinarians (NAFV) and the American Veterinary
Medical Association (AVMA) are interested in assessing the nation’s veterinary
workforce to identify veterinary workforce gaps between needs and demand. The
Committee proposes that a joint effort between the NAFV, AVMA, USAHA, AAVLD,
other veterinary associations, and the state and federal governments, be initiated and
completed to assess the gap between the current demand and need for state and
federal and animal health laboratory veterinarians in the national veterinary workforce
needs. This information can be used to analyze needs and workforce gaps. The
resulting analysis can then be used to better educate policy makers, develop strategies
to resolve the needs identified, and ensure the nation is prepared to effectively respond
to emerging and emergency animal health diseases.
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RESOLUTION:
The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) and American Association of
Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD) urge the National Association of
Federal Veterinarians, American Veterinary Medical Association, federal and state
governments, and other veterinary associations to develop and participate in a joint
national effort in assessing and effectively addressing national veterinary workforce
needs and animal health laboratory needs before the next USAHA and AAVLD annual
meeting in 2014.

