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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
There is an urgent need to move forward expeditiously with implementation of a
National Animal Identification System (NAIS) in order to be better prepared to respond
to an animal disease emergency.
The livestock industry has voiced concerns about the costs of implementing the NAIS
as currently proposed by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA).
Implementation of data collection infrastructure and information systems to collect
animal movement data and submission of the data to animal tracking databases will
constitute a major part of the NAIS, and is the most difficult and expensive to
implement.
An alternate animal identification system, often described as the bookend approach,
collects animal identification information at the point of origin and the point of
termination. Such a system has been recommended by the National Animal
Identification System Advisory Subcommittee and endorsed by the Secretary’s Advisory
Committee on Foreign Animal and Poultry Diseases.
RESOLUTION:
The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA) to proceed to implement premises identification and
animal identification, and utilize the current Animal Identification Numbering system to
collect the animal identification information at the point of origin and the point of
termination, which is often described as the “bookend approach.”
RESPONSE:
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Office of the Secretary

Thank you for your letter of November 15, 2006, to Secretary Johanns concerning
resolutions passed by the United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) at it s
October 2006 annual meeting.
We welcome USAHA's input, and will take the organization's views under consideration
as we address the issues in question. We look forward to further dialogue with USAHA
on these and other matters as we move forward with important animal health initiatives.
We value your organization's longstanding collaborative relationship with USDA, and I
know that we will continue to work together to advance U.S. animal health.

