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The Committee met on October 20, 2014 at the Sheraton Crown Center Hotel in Kansas City, MO 

from 1:00-4:00 PM. There were 22 members and 15 nonmembers in attendance. 
 

Presentations & Reports  
USDA Report on the OIE’s 82nd General Session 
Michael David, Deputy Administrator, USDA, APHIS, VS (Dr.. John Clifford could not be with us this year 
as he left this morning on his way to China to participate in trade talks.) 
Dr. David reported that there were 178 member nations represented in Paris at the meeting in May with 
over 800 in attendance. Each year a technical item is presented to the membership and this year’s topic 
was “Criteria and Factors for use in establishing priority diseases of aquatic and terrestrial animals under 
official control programs”. There was also a second technical item on African Swine Fever.  The OIE has 
four specialist commissions: Biological Standards (Lab); Scientific Commission for Animal Diseases; 
Terrestrial Animal Health Standards (Code); and Aquatic Animal Health Standards. The Scientific 
Commission develops strategies for disease control and surveillance and evaluates the disease status of 
countries for FMD, CBPP, BSE, AHS, PPR and CSF. This year, the Scientific Commission recognized the 
following countries’ FMD status: South Korea- free with vaccination; Argentina (Patagonia North)- free 
without vaccination; Brazil and Bolivia- various states and zones free with vaccination. 
The Scientific Commission also recommended recognitions for BSE negligible risk for China, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Estonia, Hungary, S. Korea, Latvia, Luxemburg, Malta, Portugal, Romania and Slovakia. In 
addition, the Commission recognized Argentina, Canada and Singapore for freedom from CBPP and 70+ 
countries for historical freedom from AHS and 40+ countries for historical freedom from PPR. 
The 82nd General Session discussed the world situation on FMD, PPR, HPAI, ASF, MERS and SECD 
(e.g. PED). The Code Commission discussed the chapters on antimicrobial resistance and decided to 
delist vesicular stomatitis and swine vesicular disease. The Code Commission also discussed other 
chapters relating to PPR, Newcastle Disease, Eqiuine Viral Arteritis, high health status horses and 
Brucella spp.  
The OIE identified animal welfare (AW) as a priority in 2001 recognizing the crucial link between AW and 
animal health. Member countries via the 3rd Strategic Plan approved OIE to develop guidelines AW and 
established guiding principles on AW that are science-baed and outcome focused. Currently, there are 
Code chapters for AW on killing animlas for disease control purposes, slaughter of animals; transport by 
air, land and sea; use of animals in research and education; beef production and broiler production. 
The Code Commission will draft future chapters on Salmonella, PRRS, Taenia, dairy welfare and 
production, scrapie and TB. New Code chapters or updates on existing chapters are developed when 
new science is available; to correct and error; or when a need has been identified. USDA, APHIS solicits 
input and participation on OIE chapters in various ways both internal and external. Industry associations 
such as the National Chicken Council, the National Turkey Federation, the National Pork Producers 
Council and the Meat Export Federation provide input as well as producers and veterinarians. 
Associations such as the USAHA, AAVLD, and AVMA also provide feedback and input. 
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Dr. David reported that the USAHA through this committee provides comments in the Code chapter 
commenting process. This comment period will be commencing shortly and USAHA committee chairs will 
be forwarded relevant chapters by Ben or Don Hoenig.  
Dr. David reported that there is an OIE Aquaculture Conference in Viet Nam in January 2015. 
The topic of the post-eradication phase for rinderpest was discussed. Dr. David reported that the issue is 
the commitment to destroy or safely store remaining stocks of rinderpest virus or vaccine with a minimal 
number of holding facilities. 
 
Update on the OIE Biological Standards (Lab) Commission (BSC) 
Beverly Schmitt, USDA, NVSL 
Dr. Schmitt told the group that the OIE BSC has six members who serve three-year terms. Those 
members are: Vincenzo Caporale (Italy) President; Hualan Chen (China) Vice President; Rodolfo Rivera 
(Uruguay) Vice President; Paul Townsend (UK(; Peter Daniels (Australia) and herself. The BSC meets 
twice per year and also forms ad hoc groups to address various issues. The BSC approves OIE reference 
labs and collaborating centers; conducts the lab twinning project; sets international standards in the 
Manual of diagnostic tests and vaccines for terrestrial animals; and has liaisons with other OIE 
Commissions. 
The ad ho groups that were active in 2013-2014 were the biosafety and biocontainment group which is 
developing standards for veterinary labs; the group on high throughput sequencing, bioinformatics and 
computational genomics; and the diseases of camelids group which is working on the epidemiology of 
MERS. 
Dr. Schmitt told members that there are two new collaborating centers in the U.S.- the Sandia National 
Lab in Albuquerque and the Institute for Infectious Animal Diseases in College Station, TX. The NVSL 
has applied to OIE to be a reference lab for antimicrobial resistance in partnership with the current FDA 
collaborating center. 
The BSC received 197 annual reports from reference labs (there are 199) and 42 annual reports from 
collaborating centers (there are 45). Since 2012, the BSc has new on-line template to reference and 
collaborating center annual reports. Emphasis is being placed on ISO 172205 or equivalent accreditation 
for OIE reference labs.  
Dr. Schmitt reported on the U.S. participation in the OIE twinning projects. The AI and Newcastle Disease 
twinning projects with Brazil and Chile are completed. A twinning project on epidemiology with China is 
underway and a project on FMD with Mongolia is approved and due to commence. The EIA project with 
Argentina still awaits funding. Other projects approved include: IHN with China; rabies with India; and 
crustacean/shrimp diseases with Indonesia.  
The BSC Manual for Diagnostic Tests now have chapters with a fit-for-purpose table and a proposal is 
being considered to move away from prescribed and alternative tests. 
The OIE/FAO Joint Advisor Committee on Rinderpest is focusing on sequestration of RPV in a minimal 
number of labs. Four countries have sent proposals to be RPV holding facilities. NVSL has submitted a 
proposal.  
 
FMD in South America: Current Status of Eradication Efforts and Where Do We Go from Here? 
Conrad Estrada and Cesar Orozco, USDA, International Services, Brazil and Bolivia 
Dr. Estrada reported on the history of FMD in the Americas and on the FMD eradication efforts in south 
America. There have been nine FMD outbreaks in the US with the last being in 1929. Canada had an 
outbreak in 1952 ands Mexico from 1946-1954. FMD has never been detected in Central America but has 
been present numerous times in the Caribbean in the 1920s up until 1976 (Curacao). Dr. Estrada gave a 
thorough review of FMD in South America stating that the last case of FMD was in 2012 in Paraguay. He 
reviewed the 6-step progressive control pathway to FMD freedom from stage 0 (FMD risk not controlled, 
no reliable information) to stage 5 (0 circulation/incursions, withdraw vaccination). He showed the 
Committee several FMD status maps of South America that portrayed countries that were FMD-free, free 
with vaccination or with no recognized status. Dr. Orozco reported on the type O outbreak in Paraguay in 
20102 and told the Committee that there have been three outbreaks in the last five years in South 
America in Ecuador (2011), Venezuela (2011-?) and Paraguay (2012). HE also showed a map of the 
countries and regions where FMD vaccination is being conducted and the types of vaccine being used.  
Dr. Estrada returned to tell the Committee that the Animal Disease Control Act of 1947 authorized the 
Secretary of Agriculture to cooperate with foreign countries to carry out operations to eradicate , 
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suppress, control or prevent communicable diseases of animals. This act resulted in agreement with 
Mexico (1947); Panama and Columbia for the Pan-American Highway (1971) and bilateral agreements 
with other South American countries in the 1970s for control and eradication of FMD. These bilateral 
programs include the following activities: surveillance and epidemiological studies; investigate and attend 
reports; collect diagnostic material; develop educational programs; and organize livestock owners’ 
groups. Funding for FMD eradication activities in South America dropped from 48.6 million in 2008 to $4.0 
million in 2009. All cooperative agreement funding concluded between 2011-2014. 
Dr. Estrada showed a map of the current location of APHIS International Services employees in South 
America. There is on-going cooperation with the Americas in FMD control/eradication including MOUs 
with Costa Rica and Nicaragua; providing CSF vaccine to Guatemala; a 3-day transboundary course in 
Peru in 2011; and ICS training (proposed). 
Dr. Estrada outlined next steps for FMD eradication in South America which include: funding from 
member countries for the FMD vaccine bank; quality standards for vaccines and antigens; risk analyses 
to determine which antigens and vaccines to include in the bank; and updating of response plans. A 
meeting is planned in DC in early 2015 to discuss the Houston Declaration 2.0 on the eradication of FMD. 
Dr. Estrada concluded that APHIS continues to be a strong partner in the eradication of FMD and 
surveillance for vesicular diseases in South America and that, although we’re getting close to eradication, 
there is still much unfinished work to be done. 
 
Recognition of Zoning for Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) in the U.S. and Canada 
Kelly Rhodes, USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services, National Import Export Services 
Dr. Rhodes reported on the background for the FAD zoning initiative and gave an overview of the 
guidance framework. She gave the definition of zoning to the Committee and reviewed the implications of 
zoning for disease control and eradication in an outbreak situation. She showed a graphic that 
demonstrated the differences in the Canadian and U.S. models for zoning in FAD control. She related 
that the rationale for the zoning initiative is the high volume of cross-border trade, the high potential for 
economic losses and in response to stakeholder interest. Initial meetings were held in 2007 and currently 
a draft guidance framework has been published. Dr. Rhodes reported that FAD zoning is one of 29 
current initiatives under the Regulatory Cooperation Council, a presidential program launched in 2011.  
The zoning arrangement was singed in Oct. 2012 and declares the intent of each party to recognize the 
other’s decisions on zoning for control of FAD outbreaks and lays out basic conditions for zoning 
recognition.  
The Guidance Framework was published in the Federal Register on May 13, 2014 and CFIA published it 
on their agency website on June 11, 2014. The objectives are to establish and operational plan for zoning 
recognition; establish a structure for maintaining the arrangement; and engage a strategy to engage other 
stakeholders. She reviewed the essential definitions for partner country, affected country and area of 
control and then related the details of the 5-step process for implementation. She also reviewed the steps 
for Maintenance and Stakeholder Engagement and told the committee about the activities to publicize the 
plan. 
 She said that most feedback so far has been cautiously optimistic with a minority of commenters firmly 
opposed. A common theme is the need to partner with and closely consult with industry, provinces and 
states. Next steps will be forming a working group to address comments and developing a consultation 
plan for continued engagement with stakeholders.  
  
Update on APHIS VS Regionalization Activities 
Kelly Rhodes 
Dr. Rhodes told the committee about regionalization evaluation services (RES) within the VS National 
Import Export Services. RES evaluates the animal health status of foreign regions and the risk of disease 
introduction via importation of animals and animal products into the U.S. RES also assists in the 
coordination of data to support the regionalization of the U.S. for export purposes. The import 
regionalization evaluation involves information gathering, a site visit to the region, recommendations and 
follow-up and rulemaking if warranted. There are eight factors described in 9 CRR 92.2 involved in entry 
assessment and she reviewed these for the committee. There are two evaluation types- animal health 
status (30 active; free from a specific disease, low risk for a disease of other status as defined in the 
rules) and commodity-based evaluations (6 active, specific, risk-based mitigation measures). She showed 
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the committee charts which detailed the current animal health status and commodity-based reviews and 
the countries involved.  
Currently, RES is involved in reviewing data to support opening/retaining foreign markets for: swine, pork 
and pork products; cattle, beef, beef products and bovine blood products; ovine and caprine products; 
poultry and poultry products; horses, horse meat and genetic products; animal feed components; and 
brine shrimp eggs and other bait feeds. 
 
Codex Committee on Food Hygiene, Salmonella Guidelines for Beef and Pork Meat  
Mallory Gaines, National Cattleman’s Beef Association 
Mallory gave the committee a heads up on the Codex that the parameters document being developed by 
the Codex Committee on Food Safety. It is very pre-harvest oriented which most agree is outside of their 
area of concern (should be post-harvest only) and she wanted to alert the committee that we may want to 
comment on this document in the future but not this year.  
 
Committee Business 
There were no resolutions proposed before the committee but several members favored discussing the 
FMD/South America funding issue with Foreign Animal Disease Committee. Don Hoenig will do this.  
Don reported that Bill Hartmann is willing to serve as the new chair. Don will propose his name to the 
USAHA president as well as the names on Mo Salman and Linda Glaser to be co-vice chairs. The 
committee thanked Don and outgoing vice chair Rick Willer for their service. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Donald E. Hoenig, VMD 
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