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The Committee met on October 3, 2011 at the Adam’s Mark Hotel in Buffalo, New York, from 1:00 p.m. 

to 5:30 p.m.  There were 14 members and 25 guests present. Dr. Don Hoenig, the Committee Chair, 
reviewed charge of the Committee, reiterated that USAHA committees conduct business under Robert’s 
Rules of Order and told the Committee what constituted a quorum.  
 
Presentations  
Summary of the 79th General Session of the OIE, U. S. Activities 
Michael David, USDA, APHIS, VS 

Dr. David reviewed the activities of the 79th General Session of the OIE which took place in Paris in May 
2011. There are 178 member countries in the OIE as well as 50 international organizations and about 150 
countries attended this year’s meeting. there were two technical items on the agenda- the contribution of 
veterinary activities to global food security for food derived from terrestrial animals; and implementation of a 
global strategy for FMD control. The OIE Animal Health Information Department presented a summary of 
the most significant animal health events occurring during 2010 and early 2011. The Web-based system for 
disease notification — the WAHIS — has facilitated the reporting of animal disease events. All OIE animal 
health information is available through the OIE database known as the WAHID. Disease events worth noting 
during this period were as follows:1) Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD), Type O in China, Mongolia, Japan, 
and Korea –Continued outbreaks of FMD, particularly in Asia, highlight the continued threat of the disease 
through cross-border movement of animals and animal products; 2) Highly pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI)-H5N1 – The virus is still circulating in Southeast Asia as well as in northern Africa; 3) African swine 
fever –The continued spread of ASF in Russia …  which is causing concern in Europe . Movement controls 
of animals and animal products will be critical to containing further spread of the disease.; 4) Problems with 
the web-based reporting system – WAHIS (and the criteria for listing diseases … now including pathogens 
affecting wildlife). 

The OIE Scientific Commission grants disease status for four diseases: FMD, CBPP, BSE and 
rinderpest. Dr. David reviewed the Commission’s official country recognitions for this year for these 
diseases. The Commission is considering the following additional diseases for disease status recognition: 
African Horse Sickness, Classical Swine Fever (CSF) and Newcastle Disease. He also briefly reviewed the 
activities of the Aquatic Animal Health Commission and the Biological Standards Commission. 

The Terrestrial Animal Health Commission (or “Code Commission”) was also busy at this year’s 
meeting updating chapters on the glossary, criteria for listing diseases, FMD, Vesicular Stomatitis, and the 
chapters on equine diseases, Newcastle Disease and CSF. Other topics considered by nthe Code 
Commission included: laboratory research/animal welfare, stray dog control, broiler production (presented, 
not adopted) and beef production scheduled to be reviewed in 2012.  Dairy production may be the next 
sector under consideration. 

The Committee was pleased to hear from Dr. David that the new Presidente for the Region of the 
Americas is our own Dr. John Clifford.  

Dr. David reported that Veterinary Services ahs had stakeholder meetings with the Animal Agriculture 
Alliance, NCBA, NPB, NPPC, the NCC and the NTF in the past year as well as other government agencies 
such as FAS, FSIS, FDA and ARS. He also reported on other OIE-related activities including: disease 
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reporting to the OIE, the twinning project with China Animal Health, vector surveillance methodologies, a 
draft paper for FMD control, veterinary biologics and several projects being held in conjunction with the 
National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL).  He reported on two newly approved Collaborating Centers 
for Veterinary Drug Regulatory Programs (FDA) and Research and Diagnosis of Emerging and Existing 
Pathogens of Wildlife (USGS/NWHC). 

The Regional Commission of the Americas meeting was held in Montevideo Uruguay from Nov. 16-19, 
2010 and Drs. David and Clifford attended with Dr. Clifford presiding. The Regional Commission Board 
meetings are held in Buenos Aires in March and November.  

Dr. John Clifford then came to the podium and reported that the US’s dossier to the Code Commission 
for a change in BSE status to negligible risk was rejected two years ago. The U.S. will be bringing forward a 
request to address the issue of DIVA vaccines to be used in the control of FMD and will also be pushing for 
greater unity among countries in the Region of the Americas. 

 
Farm Animal Welfare- International Guidelines 
Gary Egrie, USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 

Dr. Egrie reported that since 2001, animal welfare has been included in the Terrestrial Animal Health 
Code as well as the Aquatic Animal Health Code of the OIE. Their purpose is to assure uniform 
implementation of the guidelines among member nations and the chapters focus primarily on the welfare of 
animals during transportation, the slaughter of animals and the use of animals for research and education. 
He related that the OIE Region of Asia, the Far East and Oceana have developed a regional animal welfare 
strategy. The Region of the Americas is also contemplating developing an animal welfare strategy. 

 
Update on the OIE Biological Standards Commission  
Bev Schmitt, Director, Diagnostic Virology Lab, National Veterinary Services Laboratory, USDA 

The Biological Standards Commission for OIE is chaired by Dr. Vincenzo Caporale from Italy and Dr. 
Schmitt is the vice chair. The four other individuals on the Commission are Drs. Medhi El Harrak (Morocco), 
Hualan Chen (China), Alejandro Schudel (Argentina) and Paul Townsend (UK). The Commission itself 
meets formally in Paris but also has several other ad hoc groups. Dr. Schmitt reported on the laboratory 
twinning project that the Commission has had for a number of years to assist other member countries in 
upgrading their diagnostic laboratories. She also reported on the changes to the OIE Reference Center 
rules which which call for only one OIE reference lab for the same disease in the same country and only one 
OIE Collaborating Center for the same specialty in each OIE region/sub-region. For the Collaborating 
Centers, there are currently 13 specialties identified but more can be considered. There is one new 
reference lab in the U.S. (NVSL) for swine influenza and NVSL is pending approval for FMD. 

A Manual of Standards will be published sometime late in 2012. 
With respect to laboratory twinning, there are currently three projects complete, 29 underway and six 

approved and due to start. The U.S. has completed a project with Brazil on avian influenza and Newcastle 
disease. 

 
Update from the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)- Capacity Building in the FAO and OIE, 
One Health and USAHA/FAO Collaboration 
Juan Lubroth, Chief Veterinary Officer, FAO, Rome, Italy 

Dr. Lubroth began by reviewing the eight millennium development goals of the  
United Nations, stating that the FAO focuses on livelihood and food security, with animal health being 
essential to both. The FAO has 40 veterinarians working at its headquarters in Rome. The FAO participates 
in OIE work groups and generally, Dr. Lubroth stated, the OIE and FAO are in agreement on the vast 
majority of topics. For safe food, we need sound policies and effective governance- it’s not all about 
technology, Dr. Lubroth stated. He asked how we will feed the world’s megacities in the coming decades 
and offered the view that there are important roles for veterinarians in this endeavor as well is in 
implementing the eight millennium development goals. He showed a slide of a family in Germany and its 
weekly budget for food (over $500) versus a family in Chad ($1.23) emphasizing the immense differences in 
living conditions and consumption patterns. 

He discussed FMD eradication and control and put forth the idea of “progressive” control which 
envisions a continuum on the path to eradication from stage 0 (FMD risk not controlled, no reliable 
information) to stage 5 (maintain 0 circulations and incursions, withdraw vaccination). OIE has endorsed this 
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concept. FMD elimination / eradication does not mean the expansion of land for livestock production.   
Rather there needs to be responsible use of natural resources and more efficient production systems. There 
are 110-120 countries with FMD. 

 
With respect to FAO and One Health, Dr. Lubroth commented on the fragility of human health and 

animal health as well as ecosystem health and how intertwined they are. He also talked about the Global 
Early Warning and Response System for major animal diseases including zoonoses (glews@glews.net). He 
mentioned the importance of tackling disease at the source. He showed an impressive map of the more 
than 40,000 container ships that are in the oceans at any one time. He showed the FAO approach to 
zoonotic diseases categorizing them as: neglected/endemic, emerging or food borne.   

Dr. Lubroth went on to discuss the Farmer Field Schools (FSS) whose objectives are empowering 
famrers with knowledge and skills; improving their ability to make critical and informed decisions; injecting 
new ways of thinking and problem-solving; and enhancing relationships. These were first developed by the 
FAO in 1989 to train rice farmers in integrated pest management and have been expanded to other 
countries in Asis, Africa, the Middle East and Latin America. There are over 2500 FSS in Kenya alone. The 
concept has also been expanded to Livestock Field Schools and Climate Field Schools emphasizing the 
principle of learn by doing (“If I hear it, I forget it. When I see it I remember. When I do it I own it for life”).  

Dr. Lubroth ended by discussing the H5N1 avian influenza events of the past seven years.  
In the Q&A, we discussed several possibilities for fostering further collaboration and cooperation 

between FAO and USAHA and agreed to continue the dialog. 
 

CAFTA-DR: Animal Health and Trade Opportunities in Central America and the Caribbean 
Arnaldo Vaquer, Vaquer, Inc. 

Dr. Vaquer gave the committee an update from last year’s presentation on his work on the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement- Dominican Republic and talked about trade opportunities with Central 
America and Mexico for poultry meat, pork, beef, bovine semen and bovine embryos, talking about the 
obstacles related to animal health and processing/equivalence standards. 

 
Update on the North American Animal Health Laboratory Network 
Beth Lautner, Director, National Veterinary Services Laboratory, Ames, Iowa 

Dr. Lautner reviewed the history of the creation of the NAAHLN, the inception of which was at the 
USAHA meeting in 2004 and followed by further discussion at the 2006 annual meeting. Representatives of 
the three countries met in Winnipeg in February 2007 to discuss the terms of cooperation and a roadmap 
towards harmonization of the diagnostic tests used in North America. Initial harmonization concentrated on 
three diseases: vesicular diseases, avian influenza and bovine tuberculosis. Working groups were 
established. An expanded focus was developed on 2011 by the CVOs of the three countries to include 
Newcastle disease and classical swine fever and to develop a reference standard for Mycobacterium bovis 
and M. avium tuberculins. Diagnostic tests are now considered harmonized for FMD in the three countries 
for rRT-PCR, antigen ELISA, virus neutralization and virus isolation. Diagnostic tests for CSF are also 
considered harmonized for virus isolation and IDEXX antibody ELISA and for avian influenza, diagnostic 
tests are considered harmonized for hemagglutination inhibition, rRT-PCR matrix and agar gel 
immunodiffusion. For bovine TB, diagnostic efforts for harmonization are underway for histopathology, 
tuberculin skin test, bacterial culture and identification and bovine gamma interferon assay. Tests are 
considered harmonized for TB in all three countries for histopathology and for the tuberculin skin test. Dr. 
Lautner acknowledged Dr. Rick Willer and former USAHA President Bob Frost for their efforts in this project. 

 
OIE Veterinary Legislation Support Program (VLSP) and Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) 
Dorothy Geale, Senior Staff Veterinarian, Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

Dr. Geale related that the VLSP is designed for the improvement of veterinary legislation for veterinary 
governance in participating countries. It provides methodological advice only and requires country 
ownership and drafting. She told about the various types of laws in the world including common law, civil 
law, Muslim law, and customary law. Veterinary legislation is the basis for competent authorities to meet 
their obligations as defined in the Code and relevant recommendations of the Codex Alimentarius. She also 
reviewed categories of legislation as they relate to the food chain, animal health, zoonoses, welfare, waste 
products, veterinary medicines and biologicals and veterinary and para-veterinary professions. OIE 
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veterinary legislative missions generally last one week and follow the PVS mission. The objective is to clarify 
the situation in the country and analyze its needs relative to veterinary legislation. Requests for the VSLP 
have been received by 33 countries and completed in 21. Eighteen experts have been selected from every 
region of the OIE to conduct the missions. 

 
World Veterinary Year and the OIE ad hoc Group on Veterinary education 
Ron Dehaven, Chief Executive Officer, American Veterinary Medical Association 

The OIE ad hoc Group on Veterinary Education was formed following the OIE Global Conference on 
Veterinary Education held in October 2009. Dr Dehaven is the chair of the group which includes 
representatives of all five OIE regions. The task is to define day 1 core competencies that new veterinary 
graduates need to fulfill National Veterinary Services tasks as defined by the OIE. The charge is in not to 
define accreditation tasks or to prescribe a specific curriculum. All veterinarians are responsible for 
promoting animal health and welfare and veterinary public health. There are general competencies including 
basic veterinary services, clinical veterinary sciences, animal production, food hygiene and safety and 
animal welfare. Specific and advanced competencies have also been defined by the group the next steps 
will be a January 2012 meeting in Paris followed by potential adoption of minimum competencies by the OIe 
General Assembly in Paris in May 2012. 

Dr. Dehaven reported on the progress of the World Veterinary Year which he had told the committee 
about at last year’s meeting in Minneapolis. The events have been commemorating the 250 anniversary of 
the first veterinary school which was opened in Lyon France in 1761. There are 58 national committees 
1391 corresponding members and 12 business partners. The opening ceremony was held in Versailles in 
January and the closing ceremony will be held in Cape Town, South Africa later in October. A few highlights 
of the year have been Congressional resolutions, an AMA resolution, student exchanges, and exhibit booth 
and an exhibit at the National Library of Medicine in Washington, DC. The AVMA Journal has also been 
publishing a Legends in Veterinary Medicine once a month this year. 

 
 

Committee Business 
There were no subcommittee reports or time-specific papers. 
The Committee unanimously passed a resolution on concerning harmonization of electronic certificates 

of veterinary inspection between the U.S and Canada. This resolution was offered to the committee by the 
Committee on Animal Emergency Management.  

The Committee adjourned at 5:30 PM. 
 


