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RESOLUTION:     1 APPROVED 
SOURCE:    COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE  
SUBJECT MATTER:  INTERIM EMERGENCY REGULATION 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

Viral hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS) has historically been considered to be the most 
serious viral disease of salmonids reared in freshwater environments in Europe. More 
recently, VHS has been associated with marine finfish species, and most recently has 
become an emerging disease of freshwater fish in the Great Lakes region of the United 
States and Canada. 

Viral hemorrhagic septicemia was first detected in the Great Lakes region in the Bay of 
Quinte, Lake Ontario, in 2005, and was subsequently detected in an archived 2003 sample 
from Lake St. Clair. Viral hemorrhagic septicemia virus also was detected in Lake St. Clair in 
2005 and in Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake St. Clare and the St. Lawrence River in 2006 in a 
variety of fish species. Prior to 2003, isolations of VHS virus were limited in North America to 
saltwater finfish from the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, including Chinook and Coho salmon, 
Pacific herring, Atlantic herring and cod. Since 2005, the list of species known to be affected 
by VHS has risen to more than 40, including a number of ecologically and recreationally 
important fish. 

Because of the threat of this emerging disease, regulations should be put in place 
immediately to minimize potential risks and prevent impacts on aquaculture fish species in 
the United States. 
 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) requests that the United States 



Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
Veterinary Services (VS) develop and implement an interim emergency regulation to prevent 
the movement of viral hemorrhagic septicemia (VHS) virus from positive to negative areas. 
 
RESOLUTION:    2 APPROVED 
SOURCE:    COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE 
SUBJECT MATTER:  RECOMMENDATION TO RE-LIST ONCORHYNCHUS MASU       

VIRUS DISEASE (OMVD) 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The finfish team of The Ad Hoc Group on the World Organization for Animal Health 
(OIE) List of Aquatic Animal Diseases issued an interim report regarding their 
recommendation of OIE-listed fish diseases that did not meet all the listing criteria at the Fish 
Diseases Commission’s meeting of June 23-27, 2003. One of those recommendations was to 
de-list Oncorhynchus Masu Virus Disease (OMVD). The Commission voted in favor of this 
recommendation and OMVD was de-listed.  

Historically OMVD had only minor impacts on cultured fish; however, the first report on 
the re-occurrence of OMVD was in the spring of 1998 in rainbow trout cultured in Shizuoka 
Prefecture on the mainland of Japan. OMVD then spread to rainbow trout cultured in Nagano 
Prefecture in 2000. A report was published in the journal Fish Pathology (2003, 38:23-26). 
Currently, OMVD is found in Shizuoka, Nagano, Gifu, Yamanashi, Tochigi and Iwate 
Prefectures. The infected species of fish are currently only rainbow trout and the size of fish 
affected is 15 to 1,000 grams. The damage is reported to be very severe and infected fish 
either die or are not suitable for harvest.   The economic impact is estimated to be greater 
than that of Koi Herpes Virus Disease. The disease has only been observed in cultured 
rainbow trout. There are reports that OMVD may have spread to rainbow trout cultured in 
Korea and losses may also be very severe there but this has not been confirmed.  
 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) suggest that the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
Veterinary Services (VS) conduct a risk assessment for Oncorhynchus Masu Virus Disease 
(OMVD) as quickly as possible using a World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) 
recognized risk assessment procedure.  If the risk assessment demonstrates that OMVD is a 
significant risk to the United States fisheries resources, USAHA requests that USDA-APHIS-
VS recommend to the OIE that OMVD be urgently considered for re-listing. 
 
RESOLUTION:  3 APPROVED 
SOURCE:    COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE 
SUBJECT MATTER:  SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION OF STANDARDIZED 

DIAGNOSTIC REAGENTS FOR THE LISTED DISEASES OF 
AQUATIC ANIMALS  

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The United States Department Agriculture (USDA), Animal Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS), National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) 
supplies and distributes reagents for the diagnosis of important terrestrial animal diseases. 
Currently there is not a single standardized source of reagents available for the diagnosis of 
important diseases of wild and cultured aquatic animals. A source of standardized diagnostic 
reagents is extremely important in protecting wild and cultured aquatic animals from foreign 
aquatic animal diseases as well as surveillance and control of endemic aquatic animal 
diseases.  The Fish Health Section of the American Fisheries Society is available to assist in 
prioritizing the diagnostic reagents that are needed. 



 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) requests that the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
Veterinary Services (VS), National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) develop and make 
available a standardized source of reagents, that are not readily available from commercial 
sources, for the diagnosis of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) notifiable 
diseases or the National Aquatic Animal Health Plan listed diseases.  
 
RESOLUTION:   4 APPROVED 
SOURCE:    COMMITTEE ON AQUACULTURE 
SUBJECT MATTER:  NATIONAL AQUATIC ANIMAL HEALTH PLAN 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

For the past three years a National Aquatic Animal Health Task Force, composed of 
representatives of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the United States 
Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries and 
the United States Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service has been engaged in 
developing a National Aquatic Animal Health Plan (NAAHP) for the United States (US). 
During multiple stakeholder meetings throughout the country with various aquatic industry 
and natural resource agency groups as well as state, federal and university personnel, the 
National Aquatic Animal Health Task Force has been soliciting input and drafting chapters for 
the NAAHP. Key elements of the plan include identification of diseases of regulatory concern, 
measures to protect US aquatic species from the introduction of exotic diseases, plans for 
control should an introduction occur, importation standards for aquatic species and wild 
species/cultured species interface issues. Implementation of the NAAHP will require 
significant resources. 
 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
Veterinary Services (VS), the United States Department of Interior and the United States 
Department of Commerce to propose line item funding in future budgets to adequately fund 
the National Aquatic Animal Health Plan. 
 
RESOLUTION:  5 APPROVED 
SOURCE:  COMMITTEE ON ANIMAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
SUBJECT MATTER:   ROUTINE AND EMERGENCY DISPOSAL OF ANIMAL 

CARCASSES AND ANIMAL PARTS TO PREVENT 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION FROM SPECIFIED RISK 
MATERIALS  

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Animal agriculture is facing a crisis regarding the disposal of animal parts and carcasses. Two 
issues have exacerbated this problem. Governmental actions to help prevent transmissible 
spongiform encephalopathy (TSE) diseases now require the removal of certain “specified risk 
materials” (SRM) from animal feeds. Acceptable alternative uses for SRM’s have not yet been 
identified. Proper disposal is, at a minimum, a short-term responsibility and likely is an ongoing need. 
In addition, proper disposal of carcasses is a priority when losses occur during emergencies, e.g., 
including, but not limited to, hurricanes, floods, droughts, other disasters and sacrifices made as a 
part of dealing with a foreign animal disease incident. Lacking a plan to properly deal with disposal 
issues poses potential public and animal health, and environmental risks unless a national animal 
disposal strategy is developed and implemented. 
 



RESOLUTION: 
The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) and the American Association 

of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD) supports the development of a national 
coordinated carcass and specified risk materials disposal / utilization plan and guidance that 
will enable states to better prepare to address routine and emergency livestock disposal 
needs while protecting both public health and the environment.   

USAHA and AAVLD urges the United States Secretary of Agriculture to take a 
leadership role in this plan development. The Secretary’s role should include bringing 
together federal agencies who have jurisdiction over animal feed, Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), Center for Veterinary Medicine (CVM), disposal of solid wastes, 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), animal health, Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS), meat food safety, Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS), transportation, Department of Transportation (DOT) and conservation 
programs, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) with State Departments of 
Agriculture, State Veterinarians, the livestock industry, the rendering industry and other 
appropriate stakeholders. 
 
RESOLUTION:   6 and 34 Combined  APPROVED 
SOURCE:  COMMITTEE ON ANIMAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
    COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AND EMERGING DISEASES 
SUBJECT MATTER:    SUPPORT OF FUNDING FOR A DEMONSTRATION PROJECT 

TO IMPLEMENT THE PROPOSED NATIONAL AGRICULTURE 
AND FOOD— CONTINUITY OF BUSINESS ALL HAZARD PLAN 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease (FMD), other foreign animal diseases or 
destructive biological incursions that are not quickly controlled and/or eradicated, will have 
very serious negative impacts on the United States livestock, food and agricultural industries, 
as well as to the general economy of the nation, including transportation, travel, food 
processing and distribution, and tourism. 

Homeland Security Presidential Directive 9 (HSPD 9) establishes national policy to 
defend the agriculture and food system against terrorist attacks, major disasters, and other 
emergencies.  The Food and Agriculture Sector Coordinating Council (FASCC) and 
Government Coordinating Council (GCC) organized by the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) is in the process of considering an expanded version of a proposed National 
Agriculture and Food Continuity of Business Plan (NAF/COBP) developed by the Animal 
Production Sub council of FASCC.  This expanded version of the original NAF/COBP is 
intended to apply the policy directives embodied in HSPD 9 across the entire food and 
agriculture sector through the creation of Agriculture and Food Continuity of Business 
Council’s (AF/COBC) that would operate within each Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Region.  The Councils would bring the public and private sectors at all levels 
together at the regional level to address the recommendations contained in HSPD 9, so as to 
take full advantage of the FEMA infrastructure support system in the event of a major 
agriculture or food emergency.  A national demonstration project is being proposed to gain 
understanding and support for implementation of this all hazards type regional approach to 
emergency preparedness and response utilizing FMD as an emergency disease template.   
 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) and the American Association 
of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD) urge the Secretaries of Agriculture and 
Homeland Security, and the Office of Management and Budget to provide adequate funding 
through the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health 



Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS) for State Animal Health Officials to 
develop regional demonstration projects to implement the recommendations contained in 
Homeland Security Presidential Directive 9 (HSPD 9) under the proposed National 
Agriculture and Food Continuity of Business Plan (NAF/COBP) being considered by the Food 
and Agriculture Sector Coordinating Council of Department of Homeland Security.   
 
RESOLUTION:  7 APPROVED 
SOURCE:    COMMITTEE ON ANIMAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
SUBJECT MATTER:    THE DEVELOPMENT OF EFFECTIVE LOCAL, STATE AND 

NATIONAL ANIMAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

All-hazards animal emergency management addresses critical issues impacting public 
safety, public health, animal health, animal welfare, agricultural and pet industry economic 
systems, wildlife, and the environment.  Approximately sixty percent of American households 
contain pets with many of these animals considered family members.  Additionally, 
commercial livestock, non-commercial livestock, wildlife, service animals, and animals in 
research comprise the diverse population of animals that must be considered within 
emergency management plans. 

Studies conducted by the National Academy of Science clearly indicate the continuing 
convergence of animal health, human health, and environmental health and the concept of 
“one medicine” should be embraced. We need to bridge relationships among interdisciplinary 
areas. Animal health is truly at a crossroads.  The convergence of animal health with human 
and ecosystem health dictates that the “one world, one health, one medicine” concept must 
be embraced to improve overall global health. 

Animal owners and the owner’s agent are primarily responsible for animals during 
emergency events; however, state, local and federal governments have responsibilities when 
disasters affect critical infrastructures and when citizens are unable to take effective action to 
protect animals under their care.  The hurricanes of 2004 and 2005 highlighted the need to 
more effectively prepare for emergencies, disasters and catastrophes involving animals 
within all levels of emergency plans.  These complex and challenging issues will demand 
collaboration and resource support by every level of government, private industry, animal 
owners and a broad array of non-governmental organizations. 
 
RESOLUTION:    

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges that: 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS)  
• be mandated and funded, as the lead federal Emergency Support Function–11  
 (ESF-11) agency, to coordinate all-hazards, all-species animal emergency 

management 
• establish a coalition of national stakeholders on animal emergency management to 

ensure coordination and long-term maintenance of national animal emergency 
management capabilities 

• revise ESF-11 to incorporate an expanded USDA role and responsibility as the 
lead governmental agency in charge of coordination of animal issues in disaster 
including; companion animals,  livestock, service animals, and laboratory animals. 

• engage federal agencies in support of all-species, all-hazards animal emergency 
management issues, including the Department of Health and Human Services, the 
Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Justice, the Department of 
Defense, and other federal entities; that 

The Department of Homeland Security  



• revise the National Response Plan and supporting documents to address animal 
emergency management in detail with ESF-11 designated as the lead ESF for all-
hazards, all-species animal issues with many other ESFs providing strong support 
roles. 

• incorporate such provisions as needed to support the PETS Act of 2006. 
• engage all national key stakeholders in this National Response Plan (NRP) 

revision process 
• fund development of institutional infrastructure and national programmatic activities 

to assure the national, state and local ability to achieve animal emergency 
management goals.; and that 

Congress  
• appropriate funding to states for the development of animal emergency 

management plans and implementation of sustainable animal emergency 
response capabilities.  

 
RESOLUTION:  8 APPROVED 
SOURCE:    COMMITTEE ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF HORSES 
SUBJECT MATTER:    EQUINE INFECTIOUS ANEMIA  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The current Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) only regulates the movement of 
equine infectious anemia (EIA) reactor equines.  Requirements for testing prior to movement 
across state lines vary from state to state, leading to testing inconsistency, industry 
confusion, and imprecise surveillance.  The equine Industry has expressed an interest in 
standardizing movement regulations as an important step in EIA control in the United States.  
 
RESOLUTION:    

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) requests that the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
Veterinary Services (VS) incorporate specific elements of the Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA) 
Uniform Methods and Rules (UMR) into the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 9, part 
75, Communicable diseases in horses, asses, ponies, mules, and zebras, in order to assure 
that only equines having negative EIA testing status are moved interstate except as 
described under section 6. 

Specifically, add sections 2 through 5 and 7 through 10 to part 75.4 as follows 
(sections 1, 6, 11, and 12 are currently part of 75.4): 

 
75.4-Equine Infectious Anemia (Swamp Fever) 

1. Definitions 
2. General restrictions 
3. Certificates and permits for interstate movement of equines 
4. Handling in transit of equines moved interstate 
5. Restrictions on interstate movement of equines because of EIA 
6. EIA reactor equines 
7. EIA exposed equines 
8. Other interstate movements 
9. Testing procedures for EIA in equines 
10. Official EIA tests 
11. Approval of laboratories, and diagnostic or research facilities 
12. Denial and withdrawal of approval of laboratories and diagnostic or research  
      facilities 

 



RESOLUTION:  9 APPROVED 
SOURCE:    COMMITTEE ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF HORSES 
SUBJECT MATTER:    EQUINE PIROPLASMOSIS  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Equine piroplasmosis (EP) is classified as a Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) to the United 
States.  However, it is assumed that the disease exists at some unknown prevalence in horses 
indigenous to the United States and in horses that have been imported into the United States. This 
assumption is based on the fact that prior to February 1, 2004, the official test for piroplasmosis, 
conducted on equine animals presented for importation into the United States was the compliment 
fixation (CF) test, a test that is known to occasionally yield false negative results.  Unscrupulous 
owners, importers or agents have compounded the problem by purposely treating EP infected horses 
with immunosuppressive medications to create a false negative response to the CF test.  An 
upgraded C-ELISA test was specified as the official test on August 22, 2005, and is highly unlikely to 
yield false negative results on adult horses. 

EP infected horses may exist in the United States at a sufficient disease prevalence to infect 
resident tick vectors and possibly result in establishment of the disease as endemic in the United 
States. 

There is no conclusive evidence that treatment of a carrier of either of the two strains of EP 
(Babesia caballi and Babesia equi) is a viable option. 

It is crucial to 1) maintain stringent import restrictions that are sufficient to prevent the 
importation of seropositive horses into the U.S., 2) develop a cohesive policy at both federal and state 
levels for identifying and dealing with resident EP seropositive horses, and 3) request funding to 
research effective treatment protocols for EP.  
 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS) in 
partnership with USDA, Agricultural Research Services (ARS) to expand the funding for research into 
finding an effective and safe treatment for elimination of the carrier state for Babesia caballi and/or 
Babesia equi.  Additionally, USAHA encourages USDA-ARS to work with owners of equine 
piroplasmosis (EP) seropositive horses found in the United States to make their EP horses available 
for participation in this research.   
 
RESOLUTION:     10 APPROVED 
SOURCE:    COMMITTEE ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF HORSES 
SUBJECT MATTER:    EQUINE PIROPLASMOSIS (EP)  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Equine piroplasmosis (EP) is classified as a foreign animal disease (FAD) to the United 
States.  However, it is assumed that the disease exists at some unknown prevalence in horses 
indigenous to the United States and in horses that have been imported into the United States.  
This assumption is based on the fact that prior to February 1, 2004, the “official test” for EP, 
conducted on equine animals presented for importation into the United States was the 
compliment fixation (CF) test, a test that is known to occasionally yield false negative results.  
Unscrupulous owners, importers or agents have compounded the problem by purposely treating 
EP infected horses with immunosuppressive medications to create a false negative response to 
the CF test.  An upgraded C-ELISA test was specified as the “official test” on August 22, 2005, 
and is highly unlikely to yield false negative results on adult horses. 

EP infected horses may exist in the United States at a sufficient disease prevalence to 
infect resident tick vectors and possibly result in establishment of the disease as endemic in the 
United States. 

There is no conclusive evidence that treatment of a carrier of either of the two strains of 
EP (Babesia caballi and Babesia equi) is a viable option. 

It is crucial to 1) maintain stringent import restrictions that are sufficient to prevent the 
importation of seropositive horses into the U.S., 2) develop a cohesive policy at both federal and 



state levels for identifying and dealing with resident EP seropositive horses, and 3) request 
funding to research effective treatment protocols for EP.  
 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
Veterinary Services (VS) to investigate the prevalence of equine piroplasmosis (EP) infection in 
the United States utilizing accepted survey methodology.  USAHA recommends that the first 
component of this incentive is to conduct a national survey of slaughter horses.  It is further 
recommended that USAHA establish a working group consisting of representatives from equine 
industry groups, the National Assembly of State Animal Health Officials, researchers and 
veterinarians knowledgeable about EP to evaluate the survey results, and if indicated, develop 
recommendations for control of EP positive horses in the United States and/or elimination of EP 
from the United States.  
 
RESOLUTION:   11 APPROVED  
SOURCE:   COMMITTEE ON JOHNE’S DISEASE 
SUBJECT MATTER: INDEMNIFICATION TO ELIMINATE CATTLE CONFIRMED 

POSITIVE FOR MYCOBACTERIUM AVIUM 
PARATUBERCULOSIS (MAP) 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Providing indemnification to producers for culling cattle confirmed positive for 
Mycobacterium avium paratuberculosis (MAP) by an officially recognized test for slaughter 
when such cattle are clinically normal and a high or moderate MAP shedder, will serve to 
prevent further transmission of the disease.  Indemnification tied to program participation will 
also enhance identification, testing and confirmation of MAP positive animals, thereby 
promoting Johne’s disease free status herds. 
 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) recommends that the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS) request necessary funding to provide limited 
indemnification of cattle for producers who participate in the National Johne’s Control 
Program, meet all Program Standards and cull to slaughter any animal confirmed positive for 
Mycobacterium avium paratuberculosis (MAP) by an officially recognized test provided further 
that the indemnification will apply only to animals determined to be clinically normal and a 
high or moderate MAP shedder. 

The USAHA further requests that Congress recognize the importance of funding a 
Johne’s disease indemnification program to augment, and not subtract from, current minimal 
funding for the National Johne’s Control Program.  USAHA recommends that this program 
remain voluntary. 
 
RESOLUTION:   12 APPROVED  
SOURCE:   COMMITTEE ON JOHNE’S DISEASE 
SUBJECT MATTER: QUANTITATIVE BULK TANK MILK TESTS FOR DETECTING 

JOHNE’S DISEASE 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The routine availability of quantitative bulk tank test levels of Mycobacterium avium 
paratuberculosis (MAP) would enable producers to know and understand how their level of 
MAP compared on a national basis and would encourage individual progress to reduce levels 
of MAP in their herd.  Such quantitative results would also reduce the cost of routine testing, 
help in identifying Johne’s positive herds and encourage greater producer participation in the 



National Johne’s Control Program, particularly if buyers or marketers of milk could provide 
free or subsidized testing in return for producer participation in the national program. 
 
RESOLUTION: 

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) recommends that the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Agricultural Research Services (ARS) and the 
research community have a greater focus on development of quantitative based tests for 
detecting Mycobacterium avium paratuberculosis (MAP) in bulk tank milk. 
 
RESOLUTION:   13 APPROVED  
SOURCE:   COMMITTEE ON CAPTIVE WILDLIFE  

AND ALTERNATIVE LIVESTOCK 
SUBJECT MATTER: THE USE OF THE ENZYME LINKED IMMUNOSORBENT 

ASSAY (ELISA) TEST TO DIAGNOSE CHRONIC WASTING 
DISEASE IN CAPTIVE WILDLIFE 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELlSA) for chronic wasting disease (CWD) 
is approved and licensed for free roaming mule deer, white tailed deer and elk. There is 
ample data indicating essentially equal sensitivity and specificity of ELISA tests compared to 
immunohistochemistry (IHC).  The ELISA test can be done with faster turnaround times and 
is more efficient for the laboratory and requires fewer personnel than IHC.  The ELISA test 
positives can be confirmed by IHC conducted by laboratory personnel who are experienced 
in identifying the obex and lymph node tissue to ensure proper tissue submission.  More 
timely laboratory results are needed for producers to move animal product, to verify CWD 
status and for proper disposal of potentially CWD positive animals. 
 
RESOLUTION:    

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) requests that the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), 
Veterinary Services (VS) approve the USDA licensed enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay 
(ELISA) test for use on cervid species within the captive wildlife industry 
  
RESOLUTION:   14 APPROVED  
SOURCE: COMMITTEE ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF CATTLE, BISON 

AND CAMELIDS  
SUBJECT MATTER: ERADICATION OF BOVINE VIRAL DIARRHEA VIRUS FROM 

NORTH AMERICA 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

The beef and dairy industries suffer enormous losses due to bovine viral diarrhea virus 
(BVDV) infection.  Losses have also been noted in other livestock industries.  The highly 
mutable nature of BVDV and the emergence of highly virulent strains of BVDV contribute to 
limited success of present control programs.  Also, BVDV persistently infected (PI) cattle are 
the primary source of infection and effective testing procedures are available to identify those 
infected carriers.  Resolutions supporting eventual BVDV eradication from North America 
have been put forward by the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association, Academy of Veterinary 
Consultants and the American Association of Bovine Practitioners.  

Further, the livestock industry has a moral, ethical and potentially legal obligation not 
to sell known diseased or damaged animals to other parties without full disclosure.  
Responsible disposition of BVDV PI animals will be an important component of BVDV control.  

A BVDV PI animal is defective.  The dilemma of how to deal with known BVDV PI 
animals becomes more critical as BVDV testing becomes more widespread.  Appropriate 



disposition programs for known BVDV PI animals must take into account the adverse impact 
these animals have on the health and welfare of the herds, and the economic return of 
livestock operations impacted by BVDV.   
 
RESOLUTION:  

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) supports the livestock 
industries in adopting measures to control and target eventual eradication of bovine viral 
diarrhea virus (BVDV) from North America. 
 
RESOLUTION:   15 APPROVED 
SOURCE:  COMMITTEE ON BIOLOGICS AND BIOTECHNOLOGY 
SUBJECT MATTER:  FUNDING FOR THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION 
SERVICE, VETERINARY SERVICES, CENTER FOR 
VETERINARY BIOLOGICS 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS), Center for Veterinary Biologics (CVB), 
has the licensing and enforcement responsibilities for the Virus-Serum-Toxin Act (VST Act) to 
assure that veterinary biological products distributed in the United States are pure, safe, 
potent, and effective. 

In fiscal year 2007, CVB faces increased costs for the operation of new facilities at the 
National Center for Animal Health (NCAH). Furthermore, in fiscal year 2007, CVB also faces 
increased costs for shared-service personnel at the NCAH. 

Congressional agricultural leaders had the foresight in 2000 to authorize the NCAH, 
and resulting is a world class facility featuring advanced design and equipment. But we 
cannot stop when the bricks are in place: the expanded capabilities also bring increased 
costs. Without adequate funding for personnel and operating costs, the great capabilities of 
the new facilities cannot be utilized.  Availability of CVB services will be limited and 
international trade negatively impacted without sufficient resources dedicated to the review 
and approval of new and improved biological products. 
 
RESOLUTION:  

The United States Animal Health Association (USAHA) urges the United States House 
and Senate Appropriations Committees to support the President’s proposed budget of 
$19,369,000 for the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services (VS), Center for Veterinary Biologics 
(CVB). 
 
RESOLUTION:   16 APPROVED 
SOURCE:  COMMITTEE ON INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF CATTLE, BISON 

AND CAMELIDS  
SUBJECT MATTER:  VACCINE DEVELOPMENT FOR MALIGNANT 

CATARRHAL FEVER IN BISON 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  

Malignant catarrhal fever (MCF) continues to be a problem in bison.  A previous 
resolution five years ago asked for eventual control of the disease which has not yet been 
accomplished.  While education is improving, it will take more than education to halt the 
spread of MCF.  A vaccine is needed. 
 
RESOLUTION:  
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